
A New Lock at the Soo 

Why is a New Soo Lock needed? 

The movement of raw 

materials from Lake 

Superior to the rest of 

the world depends on 

the Soo Locks.  Right 

now, most cargo 

vessels  are too large 

for the MacArthur 

Lock and must use the 

Poe Lock.  The continued operation of steel mills in the Great Lakes 

region and the stability of our national economy depends on these 

boats delivering iron ore and other raw materials.  A new Poe sized 

lock (1,200 feet long x 110 feet wide) will reduce waiting times and 

allow for maintenance of both locks without stopping traffic.   

 

How long will it take to build the new lock? 

The New Soo Lock could be complete, with 

steady funding, within seven to ten years of 

the construction kickoff. The total project is 

estimated to cost approximately  $1 billion.  
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When did construction start? 

The new lock will be built in stages over seven to ten years. Work to 

deepen the approaches above the Sabin and Davis Locks to the 

project depth of 30 feet began in 2020 and continues this year.  This 

summer contractors are  beginning work on the 

approach walls. Future phases of lock construction 

include  removing the Sabin Lock, filling the Davis 

Lock and constructing the new chamber, installing 

operating machinery and building operating 

shelters.  

 

Where will the New Soo Lock be built? 

The New Soo Lock will be built where the Davis and Sabin Locks are 

today.  The Sabin Lock will be widened and deepened to make room 

for the New Soo Lock.  
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Will the New Soo Lock be bigger? 

No.  The New Soo Lock will have the 

same dimensions as the Poe Lock.  If a 

bigger lock were constructed, it is likely 

that larger vessels would quickly follow 

– recreating the current situation. 

 

What will the New Soo Lock be named? 

Congress has not selected a name for the new lock yet. Previous locks 

were named for U.S. Army Corps of Engineers personnel (Weitzel, 

Poe, Davis and Sabin) or important Army commanders (MacArthur).  

 

How many jobs will the New Soo Lock create? 

Current estimates predict that building the new lock will support up to 

1,200 jobs.  The majority of these positions will be in private industry 

through contractors, suppliers of materials and local businesses 

serving the influx of workers.   

 

Jobs within the U.S. Army Corps of 

Engineers are posted on 

www.usajobs.gov.  The site has 

instructions for applying as well. 

For detailed information about the New Soo Lock visit: 

www.lre.usace.army.mil/About/Highlighted‐Projects/New_Soo_Lock/ 



The Soo Locks Visitor Center is open from Mothers Day 

through mid‐October.  The Park is open year round. 

 

You can learn more about the Soo Locks and the U.S. Army 

Corps of Engineers at www.lre.usace.army.mil or follow us 

on Facebook and Twitter. 


